











o Mandatory/advisory design review. — Design review occurs related to
sign guidelines, but no formal review is required for the DDA facade
program.

o The downtown District(s) and/or individual building are listed on the
National Register of Historic Places (if eligible). — The Historical
Commission reportedly is working on a National Register District
nomination.

o More buildings are being preserved downtown than are being demolished.

@ There have been significant positive changes in the appearance of
downtown over the last year including appropriate fagade and building
rehabilitation projects, new signage and awnings; etc.

o The Main Street program encourages local planning and land use policies
that will support downtown revitalization and historic preservation
including a new city comprehensive plans, downtown master plan,
preservation planning study, and zoning and other code revisions. —
Questions of density and allowable increased density development in
the downtown area are unresolved; this issue is important to resolve
before additional investment and alternate uses can be developed in
downtown (if desired). Form-based codes have been developed but
not adopted.

o The program builds public awareness for the district’s historic buildings
and for good design through workshops and other educational and public
awareness building activities. — The DDA newsletter regularly
incorporates a feature about downtown history and the DDA
conducted a downtown history contest with donated prizes.

o The program takes advantage of Main Street Oakland County design
services.

o The program educates the community on historic preservation issues. —
The DDA attempted a design charrette to determine what to do with
the historic downtown grain elevator. Additional preservation
education activities would raise awareness of downtown’s historic
resources and could be conducted with the Historical Commission.

AN

o The program celebrates its unique historic assets with special activities
during National Historic Preservation Month in May and throughout the
year.

Other observations:

The DDA clearly values its historic resources and the strong sense of place provided by the
compact core of historic buildings in downtown. While economic development is the DDA’s
primary purpose, downtown and the community would benefit from additional preservation-
related activities, which could be coordinated by the DDA and/or other partners. Further, if
feasible, achieving designation as a National Register Historic District would provide the
community with a sanctioned history/heritage asset that can be used to further promote

downtown. In addition, qualifying completed rehab projects on contributing buildings within a
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